Unveiling the Profound Truths of Realism in
Islamic Political Thought

Within the vast realm of political theory, realism stands as a prominent
paradigm that emphasizes the primacy of power in shaping international
relations and domestic politics. This perspective gained traction in the
aftermath of the Second World War, particularly through the works of
renowned scholars such as Hans Morgenthau and Kenneth Waltz.
However, its influence extends far beyond Western thought and finds
resonance in diverse cultural and religious contexts, including Islamic
political thought.

Realism in Islamic political thought offers a distinct and nuanced
perspective on the nature of power, the role of the state, and the dynamics
of international relations. It draws upon centuries-old Islamic traditions,
religious teachings, and historical experiences to provide a unique lens
through which to understand political phenomena.
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Core Principles of Realism in Islamic Political Thought

The following principles form the cornerstone of realism in Islamic political
thought:

1. Primacy of Power
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Similar to Western realism, Islamic political thought recognizes power as

the fundamental driving force in politics. Power is viewed as both a means
and an end, necessary for maintaining stability, protecting the interests of
the community, and achieving political goals.

2. State as a Guardian of Free Download
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The state is seen as an essential institution for preserving social Free
Download, protecting the rights of citizens, and enforcing the rule of law. It
is believed that without a strong and effective state, chaos and anarchy
would prevail.

3. Importance of Sovereignty
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Islamic political thought emphasizes the importance of sovereignty and
independence. Each state is considered an autonomous entity with the
exclusive authority to govern its affairs without external interference.

4. Prudent Use of Force
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While recognizing the importance of power, Islamic realism advocates for
its prudent use. Force is seen as a legitimate means of self-defense, but it
should be employed only as a last resort and in accordance with ethical
principles.

5. Strategic Calculation
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Islamic political thought places great emphasis on strategic calculation and
foresight in decision-making. Leaders are expected to carefully consider
the potential consequences of their actions and make choices that

maximize benefits and minimize risks.

Historical Influences on Islamic Realism
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The development of realism in Islamic political thought can be traced back
to various historical influences:

1. Pre-Islamic Arab Political Culture

Pre-Islamic Arab society was characterized by tribalism, warfare, and a
strong emphasis on honor and loyalty. These traditions shaped the early
Islamic political worldview and contributed to the acceptance of realism.
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2. Early Islamic Conquests

DELHTSU UTANATE

The rapid expansion of the Islamic empire during the early centuries of
Islam exposed Muslim leaders to diverse political systems and challenges.
These experiences reinforced the need for a pragmatic and power-oriented
approach to governance.

3. Rise of Sunni Caliphates
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The establishment of the Sunni caliphates during the Umayyad and
Abbasid dynasties led to the emergence of a centralized state apparatus
and a more sophisticated understanding of statecraft. This fostered the
development of realist principles within Islamic political thought.

Contemporary Manifestations of Islamic Realism

In the modern era, realism continues to influence political thought and
decision-making in the Muslim world:

1. Foreign Policy of Muslim-Majority States


https://story.kanzybooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkRLUGVEK0tmMnVSQTY5emxoWTdFeGtQR1JmZ0x3SEJpK3hrQ29JcmF4clNnS0xcL1N0QmM5S0NQMWNxZnlRMFpJemd2b3JTM2tmanJpcWplZ1R2WGtaMEVVbnVzd1llcmFoY0xLQUxucTZmOFV2VkhnQUVla3hLY2c0cVdYMzB1WHhwSUdBWVd1VzRZNnhYeHZ5SEhPUDZBSzRxNzdCVFBCVnlITzM3RmEzUWl2SUt4VE5CdmkySys0Z0NDUUxPQnAiLCJpdiI6IjJhODZkYmI3ZmJhYmNlYzU5YmZhY2M0MDhlMjcxMjdlIiwicyI6ImNkZTJiOGEyMmMzMTQyNzUifQ%3D%3D

O A

Many Muslim-majority states adopt realist principles in their foreign policy,
emphasizing national interests, security concerns, and strategic
partnerships.

2. Political Islam and Governance
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Contemporary political Islamist movements incorporate elements of realism
in their governance approaches, balancing ideological goals with pragmatic
considerations.

3. Regional Conflicts and Crisis Management
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Realist principles play a role in shaping conflict dynamics and crisis
management efforts in the Middle East and beyond.

Comparative Analysis: Western and Islamic Realism

While sharing commonalities, realism in Islamic political thought exhibits
distinct features compared to its Western counterpart:


https://story.kanzybooks.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkRLUGVEK0tmMnVSQTY5emxoWTdFeGtQR1JmZ0x3SEJpK3hrQ29JcmF4clNnS0xcL1N0QmM5S0NQMWNxZnlRMFpJemd2b3JTM2tmanJpcWplZ1R2WGtaMEVVbnVzd1llcmFoY0xLQUxucTZmOFV2VkhnQUVla3hLY2c0cVdYMzB1WHhwSUdBWVd1VzRZNnhYeHZ5SEhPUDZBSzRxNzdCVFBCVnlITzM3RmEzUWl2SUt4VE5CdmkySys0Z0NDUUxPQnAiLCJpdiI6IjJhODZkYmI3ZmJhYmNlYzU5YmZhY2M0MDhlMjcxMjdlIiwicyI6ImNkZTJiOGEyMmMzMTQyNzUifQ%3D%3D

1. Role of Morality and Ethics

Islamic realism emphasizes the importance of morality and ethical
principles in political decision-making. Leaders are expected to adhere to
Islamic values such as justice, compassion, and the preservation of human

life.

2. Islamic Law and Jurisprudence
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Islamic law (Shari'ah) and jurisprudence provide a framework for
formulating and implementing political policies in accordance with Islamic
principles.

3. Religious Identity and Community
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Religious identity and community play a significant role in Islamic realism,

influencing perceptions of security threats and shaping foreign policy
decisions.

Realism in Islamic political thought presents a unique and nuanced
perspective on the nature of power, the role of the state, and the dynamics
of international relations. Rooted in centuries-old Islamic traditions and
historical experiences, it offers valuable insights into political decision-
making within the Muslim world. By recognizing the primacy of power,
emphasizing strategic calculation, and balancing realism with moral
principles, Islamic realism provides a valuable framework for understanding
and engaging with political phenomena.
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As the world grapples with complex political challenges, a deeper
understanding of realism in Islamic political thought can contribute to more
informed and nuanced approaches to conflict resolution, international
cooperation, and the pursuit of a just and peaceful global Free Download.
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